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Short+Sweet Sydney Week 1 Results! 
 

The results for the first week of Short+Sweet are in! 
 

The festival kicked off with a strong first program. Both the Top 80 and the Wildcards shows were of 
high standard and the bar is set for the rest of the festival. 

 
Below are the top three for both shows. Read on below for a full report on the week. 

 
Top 80 Week 1 

 
Judges’ Choice 
3rd place – Afterwards 
2nd place – Wherefore Art Thou Oh Writing 
Inspiration  
1st place – Wish 
 

People’s Choice 
3rd place – Something To Tell You 
2nd place – Wherefore Art Thou Oh Writing 
Inspiration 
1st place – Wish 

Wish is the first play to be invited to the 2014 Gala Finals held at Seymour Centre in March! 
 
Wherefore Art Thou Oh Writing Inspiration has been invited to the People’s Choice Showcase at King 
Street Theatre in March! 
 

Wildcards Week 1 
 
Judges’ Choice 
3rd place – Welcome To The Family 
2nd place – Lipstick and Mirrors 
1st place – Alternate Serve 
 
 

People’s Choice % of Audience 
3rd place – The Dutiful Daughter 10.04902%  
3rd place – Days O’Four Lives 10.04902% 
2nd place – Lipstick and Mirrors 11.76471% 
1st place – Alternate Serve  31.61765% 
 

Alternate Serve wins a spot in the Wildcards Finals. 
 
The audience votes are determined for the Wildcards over the entire season, not just per week  
 
We invite the TOP TWO WILDCARDS PLAYS as per the audience vote to participate in the Wildcards 
Finals. 

We invite the THIRD AND FOURTH PLACED PLAYS as per the audience vote to participate in the 
People's Choice Showcase. 



Full Report 
 

Top 80 Week 1 
 
Opening the season for Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 was “Something To Tell You,” the 
winning play of Crash Test Drama Cronulla. Written by Ashleigh Stathakis and directed by 
Victoria Vinson, with Susan Geldart as Brenda, Isabella Rodriguez as Claire and David Hines 
as Robert. This hilarious play showed how important it is to share secrets and just ‘put it out 
there’. “Something To Tell You” took out third place in the People’s Choice.  
 
The second play for Week 1 was “The Photograph”, produced by Scene Theatre 
Productions. The joy of youthful enthusiasm fades, but mateship might prevail in the end. 
Starring Dana Heatley as Madam Mediator, David Hov as Justin and Luca Bale as Samuel, 
The Photograph was written and directed by Carol Dance. 
 
Third of the season was “Date Night” by Aardvark Productions. Written and directed by Sonal 
Moore, this play revealed a date night gone wrong between Rosie played by Wendy Morton 
and her husband Tom, brought to life by Alan Long.  
 
“Wish” was presented fourth, exploring the nature of celebrities and a dying girl’s final wish. 
Written by Bokkie Robertson and directed by Rebecca Wright, “Wish” starred Christian Heath 
as Jack Grant, and Ally Morgan as Stephanie Anderson, a young girls whose ‘Make A Wish’ 
wish isn’t exactly as expected. The winner in both Judge’s Choice and People’s Choice, Wish 
is the first play invited to the Short+Sweet Gala Final for Sydney 2015! 
 
Rounding out the first act was “Choose” by Sam Jenkins, a ‘choose your own adventure’ play 
where you get to make all the decisions. With no actors, one volunteer, a voiceover and 
merely some guidance, this play will break all the rules and let you decide how you want it to 
end. Devised and narrated by Sam Jenkins, this unique piece of theatre surprised the crowd 
every night with new narratives and decisions made by the special, chosen audience member. 
 
Heading into Act 2 was “The Human Race”. Featuring our largest cast of the evening, this 
play starred Heath Sims (Irwin), Liz Wilkinson (Female Egg/Love Interest), David Bruce 
(Man/Father), Jacqui Greenfield (Woman/Mother), and an ensemble featuring Luke Beattie, 
John Tsioulos, Sinui Horus Pavino, and Jessica Hanlon. This creative piece explored the 
journey of life through to death with live composer Timothy McArtney and Narrator, Marty 
Rhone. Written and directed by Mark Sims, produced by The Meerkat Collective 
 
Seventh for the night we have “Wherefore Art Thou Oh Writing Inspiration” from Centrique 
Theatre. Written by and starring Jeffrey Hampson as the playwright William Shakespeare, and 
directed by Courtney Powell, this play explores the source of his inspiration. If you prick us, do 
we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die? And if I act as 
a fool, shall inspiration not come? Taking out second place in both the Judge’s Choice and 
People’s Choice, this show is the first piece invited to the People’s Choice Showcase in March! 
 
“Afterwards” was our eighth play, telling the story of five women as they recount their 
experiences of abuse, in the hopes of encouraging other women to do the same. Written by 
Alex Broun and directed by Natasha McDonald, this insightful and challenging piece stars 



Nicole Harwood (Meg), Natasha McDonald (Sissy), Ash Shaw (Caroline), Imogen Furniss 
(Kendra), and Charltte Baker (Jenny).  

“It’s A Bumpy Ride” was our ninth play of the evening, written by Kellie Eatock and directed 
by Felix Carlyle. Emma, Hannah McLean, is on a flight to her mother’s wedding in Fiji. Just 
wait until she realises who the guy next to her is, played by Luke Berman.  
 
Rounding out the programme was “Derrick The Fat Man”, by Mercury Twin Productions, 
written and directed by Brett Joachim. In a future world the President has introduced an Act to 
eliminate obese people, so Derrick (David Wiernik) and Saul (Danny Nercessian) have their 
work cut out for them to achieve their ideal weight.  
 

Wildcards 1 
 

Our first Wildcard performance of Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 was “The Transformative 
Potential of Laundry”, written by Michael Ripley and directed by Samuel Sida. It’s laundry 
night in Newtown and Sam (Robert Deacon)’s got loads of darks, he wants to be left alone 
tonight but Betty (Aska Karem) has nother plans; she wants small talk. That makes Sam 
angry… and she won’t like him when he’s angry. 
 
Second was “In A Moment”; when tax accountant, Laura (Talin Agon), braves the outside 
world beyond her office, she is confronted by the reality of Sam (Michael Gencher), living life 
on the streets. Is Sam a noble bum preaching freedom or just another homeless cockroach 
magnet? In a moment, everything changes. Written by Tammy Tresillian and directed by 
Melissa Maclean. 
 
“The Dutiful Daughter” was next, following two sisters’, Deb (Sarah North) and Gail (Laura 
Galbraith) return from their mother’s funeral. This psychological thriller asks just which one of 
them is the ‘dutiful daughter’, written by Suzy Wilds and directed by Angeline Andrews. Tied in 
third place for the People’s Choice was this emotional piece about family and responsibility. 
 
Fourth for the week was “Welcome To The Family”, written by and starring Elisa Cristallo, 
and directed by Kirsty McGowan of Crystalline Productions. Marie is hosting the weekly family 
get together, but she’s struggling to fit it into her busy schedule. Will she get the apartment 
clean in time? Or worse, will she have time to hide the pack of shop bought biscotti?  This play 
took out third place by the Judges. 
 
Rounding out Act 1 was “Humptie de Umptie”, written and directed by Ridwan Hassim of 
Abhinay School of Performing Arts. Starring Barry Walsh (Humptie de Umptie), Emily Ward 
(Little Lamb), Leyla Iman (Old Mother Hubbard), Ridwan Hassim (Dr Sanders) with Aishveryaa 
Nidhi (Online Marketing), this play questioned what really happened to Humpty Dumpty?  
 
Opening Act 2 for Wildcards Week 1 was “Alternate Serve” written by Paul Madden and directed by 
Michael Whalley. Are we entitled to complain about the food at a charity dinner - and is the waiter to 
blame? Starring Craig Hall (Waiter) and Simon London (Brett). This hilarious play took out first place in 
both the Judge’s Choice and the People’s Choice, meaning it’s the first Wildcard of 2015 invited to the 
Wildcard Finals in March. 
 



Next up was “Lipstick and Mirrors”, written by Beverly Lello and directed by Megan Robinson. A girl 
(Katrina Papadopoulos) seeks approval from the universe to move on with her life after the tragic 
disappearance of the older sister Chloe. “Lipstick and Mirrors” took out second place in the 
percentage of audience votes, and second in the Judges’ Choice. 
 
Followed by “Pooh Pooh Like Choo Choo” starring Jeremy Mohamed, Leilani Loau and Andrew 
Dwyer. Reece thinks he has found the perfect home. And so begins an epic battle with Choo Choo, a 
dog whose main method of combat is through relieving his bowels/bladder wherever he sees fit. Only 
one of them can reign supreme!  
 
“Days O’Four Lives” written and directed by Natalie Banach was next. After a making the finals of 
Crash Test Drama Cronulla, this hilarious play follows The dramatic lives of four people entwined with 
secrets, love and the unity of family. Starring Angela Gibson (Hopeful), James Smithers (Ridgeedidge), 
and Brad Yee (Dr Beau Tox). After earning their place through Crash Test Drama Cronulla, Days 
O’Four Lives came in tied third place in the People’s Choice votes, getting it in the running for the 
People’s Choice of the Wildcards.	  

Concluding our Wildcards for Week 1 was “The Human Dilemma” written by Earl T. Roske and 
directed by Marley Erueti. In the future androids rule the world. Bleep (Richard Littlehales) has come 
home to confront his parents, Stanbuilt (John Barkley) and Chromita (Corinne Sennitt), and learn his 
origin. The girls in school aren't interested in him, he doesn’t seem to appreciate certain adult books, 
yes, there’s something that doesn't quite compute for poor Bleep.  

 
Congratulations to all the artists for bringing us a thoroughly 

entertaining week of theatre and giving us a good start to what’s 
already proving to be a fantastic Short+Sweet Sydney! 


