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Short+Sweet Sydney Week 2 Results! 
 

The results for the second week of Short+Sweet are in! 
 

Continuing the lead of a strong first week, both the Top 80 and the Wildcards shows were of an 
extremely high standard. 

 
Below are the top three for both shows. Read on below for a full report on the week. 

 
 
 

Top 80 Week 2 
 
Judges’ Choice 
3rd place – Encounter 
2nd place – So Says The Sea 
2nd place – Chance You Can Dance 
1st place – Screamers! 

People’s Choice 
3rd place – Business Meeting 
2nd place – Screamers! 
1st place – So Says The Sea

 
Screamers! is the second play to be invited to the 2014 Gala Finals held at the Factory Theatre 19-20 
March! 
 
So Says The Sea has been invited to the People’s Choice Showcase at Fusebox 6-8 March! 
 
 
 

Wildcards Week 2 
 
Judges’ Choice 
3rd place – The Literary Monogamist 
2nd place – Food Porn ‘77 
1st place – Pee Buddies 
 

People’s Choice % of Audience  
3rd place – The Literary Monogamist 13.5135% 
2nd place – Take Two  16.4414% 
1st place – Pee Buddies 31.5315% 
 

Pee Buddies wins a spot in the Wildcards Finals to be held at the Fusebox 7-8 March! 
 
The Wildcards People’s Choice votes are determined from across the entire season, so will be 
revealed at the conclusion of Week 8.   



Full Report 
 

Top 80 Week 2 
 
Opening the second week for Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 was “The Least Impossible Thing 
That Happened This Evening”, brought to you by The Drama Queens. It really was a one-
man-show, as Matthew Friedman wrote and directed the piece himself, and was starring as 
16-year-old protagonist, James. A love-smitten teenager discusses the confusing topic of Love 
with the Creator of the Universe and a heart-broken Cupid.  
 
The second play for Week 2 was “Insert Name Here”, an adaptation by Ms Alle Segretti from 
Dan Bateman’s original work. Performed by Alexandra Rigby and Haki Crisden, we observed a 
married couple as they try to cope with an event that changed their lives, and struggle to find 
the right name. 
 
Third of this week’s productions was “Presto”, written by Michael McRae and directed by 
Henrietta Stathopoulos. With Mattison Tabone as the Stage Manager, and a cast that features 
Mario Fouad, Cynthia Florek, Patrice Rielly, Mandy Sugar and Emma Webb, the play depicts 
how limited career opportunities are if you’re a rabbit. For one hopeful young rabbit, 
discovering moments before the curtains rise that magic is just smoke and mirrors means it's 
time to consider other options.  
 
“Chat To Death” was presented fourth and explored the fun to be had when chatting online, 
warning of the potential for deadly consequences. Written by Robert Renshaw and directed by 
Melinda Latsos, ‘Chat To Death’ was produced by Actors Anonymous Inc. and performed by 
Robert Rosina and Natasha McDonald. 
 
Rounding up the first act, and our fifth performance of the evening, is “So Says The Sea” by 
Rachel Welch. James Hartley directs a four-star cast, made up of Maddy Stedman, Aleks 
Mikic, Petrie Porter and Alex Cubis. Escaping to the sea with her best friend after being 
dumped, Dee runs into two British boys that are also escaping the past. A fateful kiss changes 
relationships and lives forever. Taking out third place  
 
Heading into Act 2, we had “Screamers!” Gavin Vance wrote and has directed this Red Roar 
production, which features Joseph Chetty, Jackie Vance and Taras Jones. With costumes by 
Jacques Thong and Dorothy’s shoes made by Dan Jones, this play discussed recent 
Australian political events and looks at the potential political turbulence ahead. A camp and 
crazy mash up of Mad Max & Wiz of Oz was designed to help you let off some steam and 
laugh about it all! Screamers! has taken out the Judge’s vote, being the second play in the Gala 
Finals! It also placed second in the People’s Choice votes for the week. 
 
Seventh for the night, we had “Chance You Can Dance” from shutup theatre company. 
Devised and directed by Jo Ford, this play has also been developed by its cast of Drew 
Holmes, Jo Ford, Hilary Park, Stephanie Priest and Lukas Quinn. When four quirky characters 
enter a dance contest, we see whether they will be able to overcome their fears and embrace 
their unique dance methods to create a beautiful unified mess of expressive dance. There’s 
definitely a chance!  
 



“36 Traits of Matchmaking” was our eighth play, and depicted the dilemma faced by an 
Indian son who, having moved to Australia, is unable to commit to an Indian girl that his 
mother has arranged for him to marry after matching their horoscopes. Written by Neena 
Badhwar and directed by Aishvervaa Nidhi, this thought-provoking piece starred Khushaal 
Vyas, Jessica Lowe, Aishveryaa Nidhi and Nisar Sirguroh and was brought to us by the 
Abhinay School of Performing Arts. 

How close is too close? That’s too close. Stop it. Please stop that. “Encounter” was our ninth 
and penultimate play of the evening. Written by Renee Boyer-Willisson and directed by Evin 
Donohoe, this play features the actors Diley Alanca and Lyndsey Fay Macnaught in an 
exploration of personal space. Encounter took out third place in the Judges’ Choice! 
 
Rounding off the programme was the Short+Sweet Canberra Winner, “Business Meeting”. 
Described as a surrealist comedy about office life, this play was written and directed by Ryan 
Pemberton. It was also our largest cast of the evening, and is made up of Brendan Kelly, Tom 
Shortt, Mitch Gosling, and musicians Scott Bowcher, Dylan Hekimian, Russell Nash and Colin 
Giles. 
 

Wildcards Week 2 
 

First up for the Wildcards of Week 2, Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 was “In Bed Tonight With 
Stan and Millie”, written by Wayne Guy and directed by Zoe Tomaras. Victoria Little (Millie) 
and Jack Bunting (Stan) demonstrate how a little phone call can have big consequences. 
 
Second in the running order was “Ice Age”; two girls, aged 8 and 10, imagine what life would 
be like in the Ice Age in an attempt to escape the reality that a man with sinister intentions will 
soon arrive. Written by Sue Clennell and directed by David Hov, this play featured Siobhan 
Ryan as Rachel and Claire Guiffre as Wendy.  
 
“Pee Buddies” was next, following a desperate man as he enlists the help of a co-worker to 
conquer his embarrassing fear. Written by Shane Murphy and directed by Jon Emmett, the 
cast is made up of Reece Lyndon, Scott Dias and Jon Emmett. Taking out the Judges’ Choice, 
Pee Buddies is the second play invited through to the Wildcard Finals in March!  
 
Rule one: Don't bring work home with you. Rule two: Voice your feelings, it is cleansing! 
Sometimes… A story about a married couple and their individual but remarkably similar career 
aspirations, fourth this week was Actors Anonymous Inc.’s production of “Voicing Up The 
Marriage”. Written by Dr D. Bruno Starrs, directed by Jade Alex and starring Emma Medbury 
and Stephen Bracken.  
 
Concluding Act 1 was “Peace and Pout”, written by Carolina Diaz, who has also directed the 
piece with Abby Hosie. This Morula Theatre Company cast consisted of Melissa Kathryn Rose, 
Ash Macdougall, Abby Hosie. 
 
Opening Act 2 for Wildcards Week 2 was “Take Two”, where a couple discovered that 
reconciliation can be tricky - especially when a pre-nup is involved. The piece has been written 
by Chris Shaw Swanson and directed by Marcelle Wever.  
 



Next up was “Toba Tek Singh”, Shruti Ghosh’s adaption of Saadt Hassan Manto’s original 
work. Nautanki Theatre Inc’s production features Shruti Ghosh and Neel Banerjee, as they 
portrayed the governmental decisions to send Muslim lunatics to Pakistan and Hindu lunatics 
to India, a few years after India’s independence was claimed. Tobatek Singh, a Sikh lunatic will 
soon be sent to India. This was his story. 
 
Eighth in our order tonight was “The Great Adventure” starring William Mellor. A reflection on 
the First World War based on the real life recollection and diaries of Australian First World War 
Soldiers. Lest we forget. Written by Damian Madden, directed by Xenia Bevitori and with set 
design by Curb Collective. 
 
Pooja Nellore’s “Food Porn ‘77” explored society’s increasingly heavy reliance on the virtual 
world for social interactions and relationships. Directed by Dale William Morgan, and its cast is 
made up of Adam Golledge, Alys Gwillim and Jake Ludlow, who are all students currently at 
Sydney Theatre School. Patrick Anderson from Without Question provided their futuristic 
costumes. Food Porn ‘77 took out second place in the Judges Choice!  

Closing the show for our Wildcards of Week 2 was “The Literary Monogamist”, written by 
John Lombard and directed by Brittany Ayden. Lizzie and Darcy from Pride and Prejudice deal 
with a particularly troubling reader, with the help of a cavalcade of fictional guest stars. Starring 
in our final play is Mandy Sugar (Darcy), Emma Webb (Elizabeth), Patrice Rielly (Jesus), 
James Irvine (Kirk), and Cynthia Florek (Spock). This play came third in the Judges’ Choice for 
Wildcards Week 2!  

 
Congratulations to all the artists for bringing us a thoroughly entertaining week of 

theatre and giving us a good start to what’s already proving to be a fantastic 
Short+Sweet Sydney! 


