
 
 

The RESULTS of Week 3 at Short+Sweet Sydney 2015! 
 

TOP 80 | Week 3 
Wed 21 – Sun 25 January 

Wed-Sat 7:30pm, Sun 5:15pm 
@ New Theatre, Newtown 

 
Opening our third week for Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 was “Going Viral”, written by 
Brandon Crose and Directed by Christine Wykes. Our cast, made up of Max Mulvenney 
(child), Tom Rose and Katherine Babatzanis, demonstrated a conversation between 
two parents and their child: What is Facebook? Well it’s something that may have been 
more popular when you were little. You mean everyone can see all these photos of me? 
Nooo. Well... yes.  
 
The second play for Week 3 was “Regret”, brought to us by Improvising Challenge. 
Written by Joy Roberts and directed by Glen Pead, the piece illustrated a 42 year-old 
man who travels far in search for love and a wife. But on his way to happiness, he 
makes a choice that he will learn to regret. Your cast consisted of James Belfrage 
(Brian), Katharine Marie Richardson (Oksana), Joanna Kedziora (Luba/Katie). Regret 
tied third place in the Judges’ Choice for our Top 80 Week 3! 
 
A lonely man is visiting a prostitute. He's trying to buy the life he's dreaming of; she's 
tired of playing the strange role he wants. Tonight he can only afford ten minutes, and 
it's not going to go as planned. “Transactions” was written by Scott McAteer and 
directed by Ingrid Ganley. This Hobart Quartet production starred Ivano Del Pio and 
Karissa Lane brought us this play after winning Best Director and Best Play at the Gala 
Finals of Short+Sweet Hobart. Taking out first place in both the Judges and People’s 
Choice votes, Transactions is invited to the Gala Finals of Short+Sweet Sydney! 
 
“Roughing It” was presented fourth and explored what happens when a couple go 
camping at their honeymoon spot to bring the flame back. Can they get over the hurts, 
the pain they caused to each other and themselves? The play was written by Kylie 
Rackham and directed by Jovana Miletic, with music by Roman Pechersky and 
photography by Nic Dracoulis. The performances were acted by Alex Brown and Reka 
Gavaldi. Roughing It tied third place in the Judges’ Choice for our Top 80 Week 3! 
 
Rounding up the first act, and our fifth performance of the evening, was “Spidey Glass” 
by Ales Langenfeld. Daniel Cohn directed a two-star cast, made up of Christian Heath 
and Kate Williams. Riches, success, adoration, love. Bestowed upon the superhero, 
adorned by the film star for merely waltzing into the room. But for the common man, 
obtaining these becomes a mortal struggle. All the more so, when all he has, what... 
booze?  
 



Heading into Act 2, we had our sixth play for the week, “God: The Performance 
Review” Written by Allan West, the piece was directed by Simon Doctor and features 
Benjamin Bonar (Jason), Leyla Hart-Svensson (Ms Parkes), Edith Hueck (God), Nick 
Wright (Mr Maxwell). Pandemics, climate change, terrorism and countless wars (not to 
mention Justin Bieber!) have not impressed God's employer, Universes Incorporated. 
Something must be done quick smart if God wants to avoid a work-for-the-dole 
program. This was God's Judgment day, corporate HR style! Taking out second place 
in the People’s Choice, God: The Performance Review is invited on through to the 
People’s Choice Showcase in March! 
 
Seventh in the running, we had “Mortgage” from Actors Anonymous. Alastair 
Buchanan, Jaymie Knight, Justine Keim and Kat Morel showed us what happens when 
Tim, an "equine bio-waste transportation engineer", and his wife Sandy meet Max, a 
mortgage broker who de-sexes farm animals in his office on weekends. They end up 
with problems worse than a second coming of the global financial crisis! This Aaron 
Nilan play was directed by Toast D’Bechamel. 
 

“Evelyn” was in a domestically violent relationship for nearly all of her marriage. But 
when her husband dies at home of a heart attack, she is reluctant to let his body leave 
the house without a proper goodbye; especially when that bastard God got in before 
her. Brett Heath multitasked for our eighth play, as he wrote, directed and performed 
this The Lo-La Co. production himself. Evelyn has tied third place in the Judges’ Choice 
for our Top 80 Week 3! 
 
Penultimate was “Dancing on a Blue Comet”, brought to you by Lazy Eye 
Productions. Having written and directed the piece, Phillip Gallop performed alongside 
Roslyn Hicks to demonstrate how an aspiring comic book writer and established comic 
book editor connect over dreams lost and found, economics, the various strengths and 
limitations of being a superhero and the chance of a brighter future. 
 
Rounding off the programme was Crash Test Drama Sydney’s winning production of 
“Heart Wrenched”. Rosemary Ghazi, Sam Jenkins, Luke Jovanovic and Teresa 
Zaidan featured in a play that illustrated a prince coming to the rescue of his captured 
princess... but does she really want to be rescued? Isaac Owen wrote this piece with, 
Julian Ramundi as director. Heart Wrenched scored second in the Judges’ Choice! 
 

VOTING RESULTS – TOP 80 WEEK 3 
PEOPLE'S CHOICE VOTES  2 Regret 89 3rd 

3 Transactions 159 1st 
6 God: The Performance Review 96 2nd 

TOTAL VOTES 696     
JUDGES' CHOICE POINTS  3rd Regret 5  3rd Roughing It 5  3rd Evelyn 5  2nd Heart Wrenched 7  1st Transactions 15  



 

 
 

The RESULTS of our WILDCARDS of Week 3! 
 

WILDCARDS | Week 3 
Sat 24 – Mon 26 January 

Sat 2:30pm, Sun 1pm, Mon 7:30pm 
@ New Theatre, Newtown 

 
First up for the Wildcards of Week 3, Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 was “Selling Mars”, 
written by Claire Oberdorfer, Jarrah Russel and Luka Anderson. Richard Short directed 
this Sydney Story Factory production with the assistance of Uma Kali Shakti and 
costumes by Jessica Hannah. The actors Jarrah Russel, Luka Anderson and Claire 
Oberdorfer asked us ‘How much is Mars worth to you? No not the chocolate bar, the 
PLANET?! What would you be prepared to do to acquire it?’  
 
Second in the running order was “A Good Deed For Mr Stinky”; Emma has just lost 
her life in a car accident, but finds it impossible to move on, and is trapped in the park 
where the accident happened. She is Invisible to everyone except Dan, a homeless 
man whose existence is denied by society. Chance or fate? Can two invisible people 
help each other discover what it takes to move on? Written by Judith Anne Duncan and 
directed by Sheenal Srivastava, this play featured Lachlan McWilliam and Sophia 
Robinson.  
 
A job-seeker gets so disgruntled with an obnoxious Employment Agent that he decides 
to meet him in disguise and turn the tables on his power game. Xeno Nemos wrote 
Natural Born’s “The Job Interview”, and Gina Cohen directed the cast of David Tieck, 
Jeremy Godwin and Chiara Gizzi. 
 
“Unspoken” was next and touched on those conversations that we don't have, the 
masks we wear and the idea that you never really know what's going on for someone.  
Written and directed by Nicole Pesa, the cast was made up of Dennis Sykes and 
Natasha Grandoff. This Nicole Pesa production also featured music by Leonie Belshaw. 
 
Two young girls have been waiting for a long time at a bus stop. Since they’ve run out 
of jokes, they start making fun of an old Indian man for their amusement. However, this 
amusement leads to an unexpected drama. Concluding Act 1 was the Abhinay School 
of Performing Arts production of “Bus Stop”. Written and directed by Arvind Shukla, it 
starred Annais Gallo, Pari Parandoush, Arvind Shukla, Diana Nikitenko, Nikita Nikitenko 
and Elizaveta Nikitenko.  
 
 
 
 



Opening Act 2 for Wildcards Week 3 was “Shirley vs the Squirrels” written by Camilla 
Maxwell and directed by Kel Vance. Debby Tilley, Margareta Moir and George Trippis 
demonstrated how, in an ongoing battle for her prize-winning garden, Shirley attempts 
to enlist the help of her daughter and son-in-law to protect and defend her crops from 
those shifty, yet at times cute, bastards called squirrels. Coming tied first in the Judges’ 
Choice, Shirley Vs The Squirrels has made it through to the Wildcard Finals as 
determined by our Audience! 
 
Next up was “Leo Rising”, where a jilted bride faced up to her groom and embarked on 
a journey of self discovery! The piece was written by Angie Farrow, with Chrissy de 
Silva as Director and Belinda Elchhar as Artistic Consultant. Performing tonight will be 
Donna Randall, David Shaw and Chrissy de Silva herself. 
 
Lisa Kelaher wrote and directed the Backstage Pass production “A Little Sugar”. 
Robert is senior advisor to Minister for Planning. He makes a series of choices that lead 
him to a place he doesn't want to be. As things heat up, Robert pulls out his father's old 
blues record collection and things get very strange. Our actors were Dean Vince and 
Helena Sawires. Earning a tied first place, A Little Sugar just missed out on going 
through to the Wildcards Finals but impressed our audiences and judges with incredible 
blues renditions. 

Closing the show for our Wildcards of Week 3 was “Campfire Stories”. Some mates, 
Matthew, Woody, Kim and Ned, are out camping and decide to pass around some old 
stories. Sounds like a joke right? Seems like some of these guys might have different 
ideas about what a good punchline is. Written by Keith Davidson, directed by Brandon 
Lacey and starring Caspar Hardaker, Mark Herrison and Jim McMinnes, this play 
featured props by Natahsa Lacey and make-up by Lizzie Lockett.  
 

VOTING RESULTS – TOP 80 WEEK 3 
JUDGES' CHOICE POINTS 

3rd Campfire Stories 5 

2nd Leo Rising 10 

1st A Little Sugar 12 

1st Shirley Vs The Squirrels 12 
 



 
 

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 
 

VENUES 
January - Short+Sweet will be hosted at THE NEW THEATRE, Newtown - 542 King St, 
Newtown. Buy tickets at newtheatre.org.au/short-sweet-theatre-2015 
 
Feb-March – Short+Sweet will be held at FUSEBOX of The Factory - 105 Victoria 
Road, Marrickville. Buy tickets at factorytheatre.com.au 
 
TOP 80 
Week 1 | 7-11 Jan 
Week 2 | 14-18 Jan 
Week 3 | 21-25 Jan 
Week 4 | 28 Jan - 1 Feb 

Week 5 | 4-8 Feb 
Week 6 | 11-15 Feb 
Week 7 | 18-22 Feb 
Week 8 | 25 Feb - 1 Mar 

 
Weeks 1-4: Performances at the New Theatre 
Wednesday-Saturday 7:30pm | Sunday 5:30pm 
 
Weeks 5-8: Performances at the Fusebox, Factory Theatre  
Wednesday-Thursday 7:30pm | Friday-Saturday 6:30pm | Sunday 5:30pm 
 
WILDCARDS 
Week 1 | 10-12 Jan 
Week 2 | 17-19 Jan 
Week 3 | 24-26 Jan 
Week 4 | 31 Jan - 1 Feb* 

Week 5 | 7-9 Feb 
Week 6 | 14-16 Feb 
Week 7 | 21-23 Feb 
Week 8 | 28 Feb - 2 Mar 

 
*Week 4 Wildcards will not perform Monday 7:30pm due to venue constraints.  
 
Weeks 1-4: Performances at the New Theatre  
Saturday 2:30pm | Sunday 1pm | Monday 7:30pm 
 
Weeks 5-8: Performances at the Fusebox, Factory Theatre  
Saturday 2:30pm | Sunday 1pm | Monday 7:30pm 
 
 


