
 
 

 

Short+Sweet Sydney Week 5 Results! 
 

The results for the fifth week, and our triumphant first week at the Factory Theatre are in! 
 

Listed below are the top three of our Judges’ and Audience votes for our Top 80 and Wildcards 
for this week. Read on below for a full report on the full programme. 

 
 
 

Top 80 Week 5 
Judges’ Choice 
3rd place – Friend Request 
2nd place – Tagged 
1st place – Manstruating 
 
People’s Choice 
3rd place – LockOut: The Musical 
2nd place – Manstruating 
1st place – Tagged

Manstruating is invited to the 2015 Gala Finals held at the Factory Theatre 19-20 March! 
 
Tagged has been invited to the People’s Choice Showcase, 5-8 March, where we see all our 
audience favourites on the Fusebox stage again as they battle it out for a spot in the Gala Finals! 
 
 

Wildcards Week 5 
Judges’ Choice 
3rd place – The Catch 
2nd place – Reservations 
1st place – Darling Daughter Daisy 
 
Darling Daughter Daisy is invited to the 2015 Wildcards Finals! 
 
People’s Choice Votes for Wildcards are determined across the entire season and will be 
announced at the conclusion of Week 8.  
 
Current Frontrunners of the People’s Choice 
The below exclude those plays already invited through to the Wildcards Finals. 
4th place – Reservations 15.45802% 
3rd place – Take Two  16.44144% 
2nd place – I See You 17.41294% 
1st place – Aggie  18.54962%
 



Top 80 Week 2 
It’s Week 5 at Short+Sweet Sydney 2015! 

 
TOP 80 | Week 5 

Wed 4 – Sun 8 February 
Wed-Thurs 7:30pm | Fri-Sat 6:30pm | Sun 5:30pm 

@ Fusebox, Factory Theatre, Marrickville 
 

Opening our first week at the Fusebox, we had “LockOut: The Musical”, a hilarious 
musical comedy about six people who arrive late at a theatre, and must spend the first 10 
minutes of the show waiting in the foyer. Some will see the lockout as an opportunity, 
some as a curse. Some will do anything to get in! Brought to us by Berzurka Productions, 
writer/director Alena Titterton leads a cast of Michael Dowling (George), Elly Hiraani 
Clapin (Jemima), David Hov (Theo), Raphael Hudson (Usher), Carmen Lysiak (Susan), 
Graham Stoney (Tom), Alena Titterton (Annie). Featuring choreography by Mark Hill & 
Samantha Leigh Dodemaide and musical arrangement by Tauese Tofa & Steve Body of 
Reveal Music. LockOut: The Musical claimed third place in the People’s Choice for this 
week! 
 
Second in our evening was “The Audition”, presented by Wyldlake Productions. Written 
and directed by Samira Wyld, this play features Susan Stenlake and Chris Kellett. 
Auditioning for a role Meg desperately wants, she stumbles her way through an 
embarrassingly, poorly delivered monologue.  With so much at stake, can Meg pull 
herself together in time to impress the director?  
 
“A Pinch Of Fate, A Shot Of Destiny” was next up; a businesswoman reaches down to 
pick up a coin she dropped into the street just as a speeding car comes right at her. What 
happens next even surprises the angel of death. Written by Mark Sasse, this play features a cast 
of Hilary Park, Eden Scott, and Matthew Archer, and is directed by Tara Gallop-Brennan. 
 
Fourth in our evening was “Charming”, written by Mark Harvey Levine and directed by 
Sue Chapman. Jennifer thinks she may finally have found her Prince Charming! He's sweet and 
funny, he might even be a good kisser, but is he really meant for her? Starring Nicole Smith and 
Daniel Boole, “Charming” is brought to Short+Sweet by Blacktown Theatre Company. 
 
Rounding off our first act was Russell Bell’s “Tagged”, exploring the fact that no secrets 
are safe from social media. Directed by Steven Tait is a cast of Jack Douglas, Ally O’Brien and 
Mark Longhurst. Taking out second place in the Judges’ Choice AND first place in the People’s 
Choice Votes means that Tagged will be seen again at the People’s Choice Showcase! 
 
Taking us into Act 2 was “Friends Request”, written by Jessica Fallico and directed by 
Sahn Millington. Two lovely fanatics will take a quick few moments of your time to share a 
wondrous new religion changing people's lives. Will you be next?! Brought to us by TRIO. 
Continuing a brilliant #trend, Friends Request took out third place in the Judges’ Choice! 
 
Seventh up was the Short+Sweet Hobart winner of Best Actor in “Captain Everything” 
by Pete Malicki. Noah Casey is directed by Georgina Carr and Quinn Griggs. He's all 
kinds of superheroes rolled into one. You couldn't put him in a box, right? While this piece was 
ineligible for votes as it is written by our Festival Director, Pete Malicki, we give our 
congratulations to Noah, Georgina and Quinn for wowing audiences at Short+Sweet Sydney. 



  
“No Man’s Land” was based on a true story. A ceasefire was organised to bury the dead lost in 
No Man’s Land - between Turkish and Allied trenches at Gallipoli, May 1915. During the burial 
detail, men from opposing sides met on neutral ground. Written by Kaz Getts and directed by 
Warren Bradey and Kaz Getts, this play is presented by RAPA and starred Ali Aitken, Holly 
Royce, and Henry Coleman. 

What do you do when your ex-girlfriend keeps turning up uninvited? “The Dead Ex” was 
our ninth play, written by Vee Malnar and directed by Tom Richards. Winner of Crash 
Test Drama Sydney, this starred James Cameron, Lisa Hanssens, and Liz Hovey. 
 
Relationships - they are a merry dance.  There's give and take, but sometimes you need 
to think outside the box when your feelings are on the line. Adam Szudrich’s 
“Manstruating” was the final show for our Top 80 Week 5. Directed by Grant Wilson was 
a cast of Emma Playfair and David Owens. “Manstruating” was named the Judges’ 
Choice for the week, winning a place at the Gala Finals, but also clearly pleased the 
People coming in second in the People’s Choice votes. 
 

Don’t miss out on an incredible week of the largest short play festival in the world! 

 
 

 
WILDCARDS of Week 5 Short+Sweet Sydney 2015 

RESULTS! 
 

WILDCARDS | Week 5 
Sat 7 Feb, Sun 8 Feb, Mon 9 Feb 

Sat 2:30pm, Sun 1pm, Mon 7:30pm 
@ The Fusebox, The Factory Theatre, Marrickville 

 
Kicking off our Wildcards at the Fusebox is Rock Chikz production, “Wanda and Lee”. 
Written by Cooee Capella and directed by Vee Malnar, Lee confides to her friend Wanda 
about another break up and Wanda takes the opportunity to educate her about men. Starring 
Anita Lenzo, Melissa Myles and Glenn Groves. 
 
Second in the running order is “harold eventually reconciles with his sister in one 
second”. Featuring our longest title and the writing of Erin Brookhouse, a cast of 
Jacqueline Marriott and Caspar Hardaker were directed by Jason Pizzarello.  
 
“The Body” is our third play, written by Chris Naylor and directed by Luke Holmes. An 
elderly couple are ready and eager to throw a party for their younger friend and her new partner. 
Everything is set perfectly, except for the dead body under the table. Presented by The Body 
Productions, and starring Frank S Davidson, Sandra Campbell, Rebecca Cuttance and Hayden 
Splitt.  
 
Fourth for the night is “Reservations”, written by Jeffrey Fischer-Smith. Edgar and Mae 
live a life of routine built on love and simpatico. But when Edgar breaks from their long-standing 
pattern, a moment is rekindled and irrevocably changed forever, this play starred Graham Egan 
and Wendy Knight. This play was second in the Judges’ Choice for our Wildcards Week 5! 
 



Dr Mosely, a forensic pathologist for 18 years so he knows all about death, but does he 
know about life? “The Meaning of Living” closes out Act 1 for this week, written by Nikita 
Jones and directed John Tsioulos, starred Stephen Allnutt, Don Lacey, and Robert 
McFarlane. 
 
Heading into Act 2, we have “The Catch” written by Ron Jones. A cast of Nicole 
Freeman, Anton Baggerman are directed by Gillian Brennan in this show, previously 
presented at Crash Test Drama Cronulla. This hilarious play took out the bronze in our 
Judges’ Choice! 
 
Next is “Darling Daughter Daisy” from One Carriage Productions. Since Daisy’s dad left 
her and her mum for White Box Lady, it’s been tough. How’s a little girl to cope with such 
emotional turmoil? Cue Maisie, a great friend with no strings attached... Well, sort of. Debbie 
Neilson also starred in this piece, directed by Luke Reeves. Taking out the top place of the 
Judges’ Choice, Daisy will be joining us at the Wildcard Finals! 
 
“The Umbilical Lasso” is our eighth play, written and directed by Simon Tonkin. 
Everysecondweekend Productions brings us this play, starring Bilal Masod and Vicki Tonkin. A 
long ago fostered-out mid 20's son reunites with his mother, but their family's past complicates 
their reunion.  
 
Our ninth and final play of the evening is “Aggie” by Golden Jam Productions. Aggie want’s Sev, 
Joe wants Aggie, Sev just wants his poptarts! Adapted from Chekov's short story "Agatha" under 
the guidance of Hilary Bell, "Aggie" is a modern day farce about love, fidelity, fear of commitment, 
and delicious treats. Starring Natalie Freeman, Joseph Louis Westwood and Jacob Thomas, 
“Aggie” is written and directed by Nicola James.  
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